
          7 December 2018
Greetings Dome School Family and Friends,

“You may call me a dreamer, 
but I am not the only one.” 

~ John Lennon.

“A dream you dream alone is only a dream. 
A dream you dream together is reality.” 

~ Yoko Ono

And so, together, after decades, the dream continues here at the Dome School in a 
spectacular way! 

 In 2018 the addition to the Dome School-Takilma Community 
Building was finished!  The ribbon was cut! A party was had! The 
children are all nestled in their new classrooms. I personally, years 
ago, along with many others, sat and talked and dreamed and 
planned and fundraised … and then talked some more. Hundreds 
of hours (maybe thousands?) later an addition was finally built!  
Certainly thousands of dollars were raised, spent and borrowed to 
make this dream a reality. “FFFAAABBBUUULLLOOOUSSS!” as 
Jennie May Donnell would say. I cried when the ribbon was cut by 
Susan Gustafson and I got to walk through our beautiful little school 
in the woods. 

“Shoot for the moon and if you miss you’ll be among the stars.”
~ Les Brown.

Here we are…  HERE WE ARE! Despite fires all around us this past horrific summer we are 
standing tall and strong. The stars are shining brightly overhead and the mountains are dusted 
with snow. My heart fills with love and gratitude.
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An elementary student 
creates a rainbow in her 

new classroom.



Children, families and our community are thriving. Our programs continue to be full and 
expanding. From pre-school to high school (!) the Dome School family continues to learn 
and play together. An incredible team of folks works at the school: teaching staff, office 
staff, kitchen staff, families, community members and HORDES of volunteers who serve in 
the classrooms, on committees and on the Dome School Board. Talents of all sorts and an 
inordinate amount of time are shared on a daily basis and for special events.

The following folks make up the teaching staff this year: Kaci Elder, Joy Mc Ewen, Chad 
Free, Jenn Fogler, Ruth Gibson, Cinnamon Glenn, Nancy Lewis, Kimiko Maglio, Jennifer 
Rose, Ashley Beckman, Elaine Barker, Terry Davis, Melissa De Nardo, Rochelle Eidukot-
Gale, Jill Gruenberg, and Meryl Six. Also, Susan Gustafson, Jessica Stein, and Ryan Forsythe 
share the office duties this year. Please thank our staff and volunteers if you know who they 
are. Thanks to all! And please support their efforts and our school by sending money or 
signing up to pledge a monthly donation.

 A special acknowledgement to William 
H. Hurt Foundation for its grant. Longtime 
resident and community member Marjorie 
Reynolds helped make this connection 
with the foundation run by members of her 
extended family. This helped see the building 
addition through to completion. THANK 
YOU ALL! Come and see the new, beautiful, 
wisely designed classrooms, if you have not 
done so already.

 
Although the minimum wage has 

increased and our teachers’ salaries have 
increased, it is still a small recompense for 
the hard work they all do in the service of 
the children. Passion and dedication reign 

here. Let’s all work to show our gratitude and acknowledge their professional work and 
contributions. This little school is a gem that still burns brightly.
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Some young students play with blocks in the new 
kindergarten/preschool classroom.



A tax-deductible donation to 
our local non-profit will help 
so much. Give because you 
want to invest in the future via 
education of young ones. Give 
to honor someone you love and 
admire. Give in the memory 
of someone you love who has 
passed on and once graced their 
presence in our midst. 

If you have not yet signed up 
to do easy monthly donations, 
now might just be the perfect time to do so! A small contribution can do a lot at the Dome 
School. (Of course large ones can do more…) More information on that program can be 
found on the last page of this letter.

I luxuriate in seeing the next generation of parents bringing their children to the school 
they attended themselves. Is not that the highest of compliments to the Dome School? Some 
of our alumni have gone far afield living, working and playing in other places across the 
country or on the other side of the world. Some are right down the road and you can find 
them in the kitchen, on the land or vending at the Holiday Bazaar.

 We want to reach out to all our Dome School students. We want some of that next 
generation to be on the list of donors now. Do you know of former Dome School students 
and families? Can you reach out to them via phone calls, email, Facebook, or the “old 
school” method of snail mail and carrier pigeon? 

Please consider sharing a copy of this letter. We would love to keep expanding our donor 
list and connect with old friends! 

In love and gratitude,

Deb Murphy
Former Dome School teacher, co-administrator, parent, grant writer, board member, Title I 

teacher, fundraiser, volunteer. I am a current Dome School supporter and hope to be so for many 
years to come! How about you?
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  Students enjoy the sunshine outside the new Dome School addition.



   the DOME SCHOOL and

the Takilma Community Building

Dear Friend of the Dome School:

For more than four decades, the Dome School has offered an alternative 
to traditional education models. From our early days as a home school 
collective in a geodesic dome, to our current space in the newly expanded 
Takilma Community Building, we’ve provided a solid constructivist 
education with a strong student-teacher ratio. We’re proud to say we‘re 
different.

It hasn’t always been easy, particularly in a rural area. Our funding 
is limited primarily to tuition and the fundraisers and events we’ve 
been able to offer. To support our families, we try to keep tuition 
as low as possible, which results in a shoe-string budget. Yet we 
still lose families for inability to pay. 

With our monthly giving program, we hope to achieve a more 
stable level of funding. For a mere $5 or $10 (or more!) per 
month, you can help ensure a quality alternative education for 
our students, while also assisting us in our role as stewards of 

the Takilma Community Building. Maintaining the building, while 
continuing to offer numerous culturally enriching activities and 
events, is not without cost. Signing up is as easy as heading to 

www.donorbox.org/domeschool

•  You can sign up with credit card, debit card, or via ACH bank 
transfer from your financial institution.

You can also give anonymously. If for some reason you don’t 
want us to know who you are, you can indicate that. 

For the price of a cup of coffee—
wait, is that cliché? As noted 
above, we’re different here.  
So let’s try this... for the price 
of a dozen organic eggs from 
the local liquor store, you can 
support alternative education 
and a space for community

Thank you so much for your support!         
                                     -The Students and Staff of the Dome School 
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